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leadership. In the progressive rise in the per capita rates of growth, it
seems clear that the role of these so-called ''factors" which were
different in these countries was less relevant than the factors coin-
mom to them—that is, the availability of a rapidly expanding
treasure-house of technical knowledge and the ability to draw upon
it.
The progressive rise of the rate of growth for each of the new
entrants would also seem to supply the clue to the problem of
bridging the gap in the levels of living between richer and poorer
countries today. In fact, it was precisely through this means that
the gaps in the levels of living among the various industrial countries
themselves seem to have been overcome in the past. At the start
of the sixties, levels of living in most of the countries in industrial
Europe are now scarcely different from one another. This emergence
of a homogeneous economic community with nearly equal levels
of per capita income was possible solely because of the fact that
each of the countries industrializing later attained and maintained,
over a period of time, a rate of growth which was higher than that
in the older industrial countries. It would seem that in the next
stage of development—bridging the gaps between industrial count-
ries as a whole and the less industrialized countries in the present
day world—the operation of a similarly progressive rise in the per
capita rate of growth would be called for—that is, the rate of growth
in the late-comer countries being higher than that in the older ones.5
In view of the wide gap in the levels of per capita incomes in the
two areas, the time-dimension needed for narrowing this gap is
less likely to be much longer—about half a century—than was the
case with overcoming disparities in levels of living among the
countries, now considered industrialized unless of course much
higher growth rates were to be realized.
2.   changes in structural patterns
In the course of economic development profound changes have
taken place in the structure of output, employment and demand.
The study of these changes has served to focus attention on a number
of important questions. Should economic development centre
*The Soviet Union, some of the Eastern European countries, Italy, Yugoslavia,
Japan and China seem to provide illustrations.

